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PROLOGUE 


LUCIUS 


HE’S TALKING 
TO THE BUG 
AGAIN. THEN 
WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO WAIT. 


EXHAUSTED. 


UNDERSTANPABLE. 
MAYBE WE SHOULD 
BREAK OUT 
THE WATER 
SKINS. 


THE BUG 
\S THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
CAN SEE A PATH 
THROUGH 
THE GHOST 
CIRCLES. 


OUR SUPPLIES 
ARE LIMITED, 
TINSMITH, 

I URGE 
WE WAIT UNTIL 
NIGHTFALL. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WHY WAIT? WE > WE HAVE ENOUGH 
HAVE MORE THAN PROVISIONS 
ENOUGH WATER FOR A ONE-WAY 

TO REACH 
ATHEIA. 


---IF ATHEIA DIDN'T 
SURVIVE THE 
EXPLOSION? 


LUCIUS THINKS IT DID. 
AN? AS LONG AS I’/VE 


KNOWN HIM, HE’S ALWAYS 
BEEN RIGHT. 


V we KNOW THERE WAS TROUBLE 


BACK WHEN HE WAS CAPTAIN OF 
THE GUARD. SOMETHING ABOUT 
A ROMP WITH THE ROYAL 
SISTERS. BUT OUT HERE, 
WE DON’T CARE. 


BUT THE 
VILLAGERS BO. 
IT'LL REMIND 
YOU THAT 
LUCIUS DOWN 


THE SOLDIERS 
DON’T TRUST 
HIM, 


TALKING 
ABOUT A 
ROYAL 
SCANPAL. 


CAPTAIN POWN 
THAT NIGHT 
FIFTY YEARS 


LUCIUS 


HE MARCHED OUR ARMY 
STRAIGHT INTO A 
RAT CREATURE TRAP. THE 
BLOOPBATH THAT FOLLOWED 
WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE 
GREAT WAR ITSELF. 


WHY WOULD? HE 9O \T? HE WAS THE ONLY 
LUCIUS DOESN’T ONE WHO KNEW OUR 

LIKE RAT CREATURES. ROUTE THAT NIGHT. 
HE FIGHTS THEM! 


NAMED 
JONATHAN OAKS 
HAS GIVEN US 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


Just 
EIGHT DAYS AGO, -- DOING NOTHING 


RAT CREATURES. 


LUCIUS 


RAT CREATURE 
TRACKS. 


FINDING THESE 
TRACKS WAS 
A STROKE 
OF 


IT APPEARS THAT 
CAPTAIN DOWN AN? HIS BUG 
HAVE BROUGHT US 
RIGHT TO OUR 
ENEMY. 


GATHER YOUR PEOPLE, BOTH OF 
YOU. WE NEED TO HURRY BEFORE 
THE WIN? COVERS 
UP THESE FOOTPRINTS. 


GHOST CIRCLES KILL 
RAT CREATURES, 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


YOU HAVE NO RIGHT 
TO PUT THESE PEOPLE AT 
RISK. WE’LL CUT OUR 
TRAVEL TIME TO 
ATHEIA IN HALF. 


YOU'LL HAVE TO. 
I SENT THE BUG 
ON AHEAD, 


LUCIUS 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


CHAPTER ONE THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


THE GHOST 
CIRCLES 
HAVE FORCED 
EVERY LIVING 
CREATURE 
OF THE VALLEY 
INTO 
THIS 
ONE TINY 
PLACE! 


IT’S LIKE A EVEN THOUGH NO ONE KNOWS 
REFUGEE CAMP- - ONE WORP FROM WHO WE ARE, 
AN? IF ALL THESE EITHER OF YOU AN? UNTIL WE SEE 

FOLKS WANT TO GET WOULD RAISE THE THE SITUATION 
INSIDE THE CITY, GATE SO FAST INSIDE THE CITY, 
IT’S NOT GOING TO THEIR HEADS IT’S BEST TO 
MAKE IT ANY WOULD SPIN! KEEP IT THAT 
EASIER FOR US! 


GRAN’MA BEN IS 
TRYING TO FIND 
SOMEONE TO 
SMUGGLE 
US IN. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


RIGHT! BACK TO SPEAKING OF 
TH’ PLAN! WE STILL WHICH ... 
HAVE TO FIND WHERE DID YOU 
HATS AN? CLOTHES GET THAT 
TO TAKE BACK TO 
PHONEY AND 


YOU KNOW, FONE BONE, 
THE MORE I LOOK AROUND, 
THE LESS WORRIED I AM 
THAT WE’LL STICK OUT 

HERE. 


YOU LIKE |T? 
I GOT IT FROM 
THAT Guy, 


THE GATE OF 


ATHEIA 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


THE CARVING ON THAT SHRINE ... 


WELL, WITHOUT THE STARS - - 


«++IT LOOKS LIKE GRAN’MA BEN! \ BUT YOUNG, AND WITH 
THE WAY SHE APPEARS IN THAT SAME CROWN. 


MY DREAMS! 


LET’S TAKE 
A CLOSER 


THIS |S VEN, 
THE QUEEN 


OF 
DREAMS. 
QUALITY. 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


A SMALL OFFERING. 
ONLY AS MUCH AS Ab elt 


BEAUTIFUL STONES. 
, 


THIS IS ALSO MIM - - 
BUT IN HER DARK 
ASPECT. 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


THERE |S AN 
AIR OF BALANCE 
BOU 


TELL ME, 
WHY HAVE I NOT SEEN IR PART OF THE 
YOUR FACE HERE VALLEY? 
BEFORE TODAY? 


GINE ME YOUR HAND. 


S6is 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


SPOOKY KIO. 
WHAT’? SHE GIVE 
you? 


0h, No! PHONEY BONE 
AND SMILEY? THEY WERE 
SUPPOSED TO WAIT FOR US 
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF 
TOWN! 


I’M TELLIN’ YOU, BUT I WANT TO Buy IT’ WE LIKE THE SMELL OF IT, 
YOU CAN’T HAVE WHY DIP YOU BRING RIGHT, PHONEY? 
ANY HAY! YOUR HAY TO MARKET 
IF YOU DON’T 
WANT TO SELL IT? 


YEAH, THAT’S RIGHT. 

WE LOVE THE MUSTY SMELL 
OF MILDEWED STRAW. 
WE LIKE TO KEEP IT 
NEAR US... 

NOW SHOVE OFF! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


” HEY, PHONEY! LOOK! 
IT’S FONE BONE AND THORN! 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


DON’T LOOK AT ME. 
I GOT NOTHIN’ TO PO 
WITH THIS. 


DO YOU HAVE THAT 
BABY RAT CREATURE 
GRAN’MA. HE’S 
ONLY ONE AN’ A 
HALF YEARS OLD! 


I CAN’T DO THAT, Wy THIS ISN’T A 
GRAN’MA. BARTLEBY REQUEST - - 
DEPENDS ON ME! I GET THAT 
HAVE TO TAKE CREATURE § 
OF 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


WHERE DID YOU FROM TTLE 
GET THIS STONE? OVER BY Tre armen 
a p } y 
& 


THAT IS TANEAL, 
SHE IS MY SISTER. 


ASURE HUNTERS 


HOO BOY! 


AT LAST! 
oo! WE’RE GONNA 
FIND GOLD! 


GOW! 


PHONEY THINKS 
THE STREETS 
WILL BE 


SEEMS LIKE AN 
IMPRACTICAL 
BUILDING 


ANCIENT KINGDOMS 
ARE LOADED 
WITH GOLD. 
EVERYBODY 

KNOWS THAT. 


AN? GOLP COINS’ 
THEY ALWAYS 
HAVE GOLP COINS 
WITH THE KING’S 
HEAD STAMPE? 
ON THEM! 


BUT THEY DON’T 
HAVE A KING - - 
OR A QUEEN, 

REMEMBER? 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA 
ARE WITH US! 


I HAVE TAKEN CARE 
OF IT. WHEN WE REACH 
THE STABLES WE CAN 

DISCUSS MY FEE. 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


SHUT UP, 
YOU LUNKHEAD’ 
YOU WANT TO 


THE GUARD IS 
WAVING US 
THROUGH - - 


OKAY, GUYS, THIS 
IS IT! FAT CITY, 
HERE WE COME! 


THE VENI-YAN 
WARRIORS HERE 
ARE VERY 
CORRUPT. 
AN? VERY 
EXPENSIVE. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


HMM. I DON’T 2 sniff! sniff!" pee yews THE TINGLE IN 

SEEM TO SEE I THINK TH’ STREETS MY SCALP CAN 
ANY GOLD ARE PAVED WITH ONLY MEAN ONE 
PAVEMENT. SEWAGE! THING! 


THERE’S 
TREASURE 
HERE OR MY 
NAME’S NOT 
PHONCIBLE 
P. BONE! 


MM. IT’S COVERED 
DEAR, MAY I SEE THE 
STONE THAT TANEAL GAVE IN SECRET WRITING. 
TO YOu? 


A SECRET PRAYER STONE? 
STRANGE, WHAT DOES: 
THAT MEAN? 


I DON’T KNOW, BUT 
I HAVE AN OLO FRIEND WHO 
RUNS A SMALL ROOFTOP KITCHEN 
WHO MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO TELL US. 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


WATCH YOUR STEP. 


FONE BONE, PO YOU THINK HE HAS WATER ANP FOOD, 
BARTLEBY IS OKAY IN THE STABLE? AN? WE LOCKED? THE DOOR. AS 
NO ONE WILL FIN? HIM, LONG AS HE DOESN’T MAKE 

WILL THEY? ANY NOISE, HE’LL BE FINE. 


THAN IT DIP 
ON THE 
STREET! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


FOO? |S WHAT 
YOU NEED AFTER A 
LONG JOURNEY. 


IF YOU DON’T 
NOW BAT IT ALL - - 
EVERY DROP... EAT EVERY DROP, 
HOW CAN I FORETELL 
YOUR BOOM? 


MAKE 


ALL 
GONE, LIKE 
Goo? 


LITTLE 
CHILDREN’ 


CHAPTER TWO THE COLD sPOT 


FATE HAS 
THAT THIS IS 
YOUR 
pOOM... 


+++ FATE HAS DECREED 
THAT THESE ARE THE 
ENP TIMES AND YOU 
MUST SUFFER. 


TREASURE 


YOU LAUGH AT NOBODY ROLLS THE DICE 
FATE, YOU MISERABLE FOR ME, PAL. THE ONLY DANGER 
LITTLE CREATURE? WITHIN US IS THIS SLOP 
YOU'RE DISHIN’ OUT! 


TRAGEOUS! APPARENTLY THE WISE THIS SLOP, YOU IMP, 
soalarers DON’T KNOW ABOUT IS A TRADITIONAL 
REFRIGERATION. PAWANIAN DISH - - 
YOU TRYIN’ TO 
GINE US IT TAKES FOURTEEN PAYS 
FOOD POISONING, JUST TO CURDLE/ 
OLD MAN? 


PHONCIBLE, THIS MAN IS 
MY TEACHER! HE |S RESPECTED 
BY THE WISE AS A GREAT 
DREAMING MASTER! 


WE HAVE SEEN A GREAT DISASTER ...ZI HAVE COME TO 
IN THE NORTH, ASH FALLS FROM SEEK YOUR COUNSEL AND? 
THE SKY, AND THE VALLEY IS TO LEARN THE STATE OF 
FILLING WITH GHOSTLY POCKETS AFFAIRS WITHIN THE WALLS 

OF CRUELTY AN? SORROW... OF OUR GREAT CITY. 


THE GHOST CIRCLES THAT 
SURROUND? US 
FORETELL THE COMING OF 
THE LOcusT. 


ISN’T THERE 
ANYTHING IN 
OUR LORE 
THAT MIGHT 
TELL US HOW 
TO ESCAPE 
OUR POOM? 


THE COLD SPOT 


YOU WERE NEVER THE 
MOST ATTENTIVE PUPIL, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 
YOU PREFERRED THE 
STABLES TO YOUR 
LESSONS. YOU HAD A 
PARTICULAR FONPNESS 


I’LL TAKE THAT 
AS A NO. 


YOUR KITCHEN 


LOOKS NEGLECTED, 


OLP FRIEND. 
HAS SOMETHING 
HAPPENED? 


WHEN MY NATIVE 

PAWA DECLARED 

ITSELF FOR THE 
Locust, 

MY CUISINE AND I 
FELL OUT 


OF FAVOR. 
FOR COWS, AS T 


MUCH HAS 
CHANGED. . « 


THE INNER COUNCIL THAT 
NEVER HAVE 


WATCHED OVER THE CITY 
LEFT. HAS BEEN DISSOLVED. 
THEY HAVE BEEN REPLACED 
BY DISCIPLES OF VENU WHO 
CALL THEMSELVES THE 


THE ORDER OF THE 
OREAMING EYE. 
THEY ACCEPT AS TRUTH ONLY 
THE TEACHINGS OF VEN, 


THE HUMAN QUEEN, 
vepu. 


THEY HAVE OUTLAWED 
ALL DRAGON LORE. 
WHAT? HOW CAN THEY 
SEPARATE VEN FROM THE 
DRAGONS? 
VEN WAS TAUGHT BY 
THE DRAGONS! 


BE CAREFUL, 
YOUR HIGHNESS, SUCH 
WORDS WILL GET YOU 
ARRESTED OR WORSE! 

THE VEDU 
BELIEVE THE 
DRAGONS ARE ANIMALS, 
AN? ARE IMPURE. 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


NO, MASTER, IT IS YOU 

WHO MUST FORGIVE US. 

I SWEAR TO YOU THAT THE PRAYER STONE 
I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU YOU RECEIVED 


ALONE AGAIN. AT THE SHRINE. 


. we THAT'S STRANGE! YES. . . THIS IS ONE OF OURS. 


| Bh IT IS A SECRET TALISMAN 
VoX Naot Looe. FOR THOSE OF US WHO 
vay RESIST THE VEDU. 


HOW INTERESTING THAT IT 
! SHOUL? COME INTO YOUR 
q GRANDDAUGHTER’S 


\ 
at 
LW 


IT SAYS: 


OONWORT. 


IN TIMES OF 
DARKNESS, HER 


THOUGHTS 
WERE ALWAYS FOR HER 
PEOPLE FIRST- - 


a J 
Who. 
a \ 


ONE! 
als out! iN 
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THE COLD SPOT 


YOUR WILL IS NO LONGER YOUR 3 


OWN, PRINCESS .... 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


COME, PRINCESS, 


LET ALL YOUR TROUBLES MELT AWAY... 


STOP HER! 1% ERNH! SHE’S COLD AN? SHE’S 
DON’T LET AN? HARD AS L 


STIL 
HER REACH THE STONE! WALKING! 
COL? SPOT! y 


THE COLD SPOT 


SMILEY.” 


COME AROUN? 
TO THIS SIDE 
AN? PUSH! 
WE’RE ALMOST 
TO THE 
SHADOW! NATURAL. 


YES ... ALMOST THERE -- 


I MUST SEEK THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 


-+e THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE, GIRL! 
THE GHOST CIRCLES ARE TIPPING THE BALANCE 
WITHOUT YOU. TAKE MY HAND! 


‘a 
\ 
oo THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 


YOU WILL REGRET THIS! YOU WILL 
BRING DESTRUCTION ON 
EVERYTHING YOU 
HOLP DEAR! 


THE COLD SPOT 


THORN 


HAS THIS 
HAPPENED 
BEFORE? 


ISN’T THIS WHAT 
WE WERE WORRIED 
ABOUT? 


I’M TAKING HER 
BACK TO THE 
ROOM. 


/ 


" ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 


I’VE NEVER WITNESSEP ANYTHING 
LIKE IT. THE LOCUST JUST ATTEMPTED 
TO STEAL YOUR GRANDDAUGHTER - - RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF US! 


IN THE HEART OF THE SACRED CITY! 


DO NOT LEAVE I WON’T. AN? IT MIGHT 
HER ALONE FOR BE BEST IF YOU CALLED 
EVEN TOGETHER ANY MEMBERS 
AN INSTANT. OF THE INNER COUNCIL 
WHO ARE STILL 
LOYAL. 


IT WILL 
BE 
DONE. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


TUST A MOMENT, 
YOUNG FELLOW. 
TELL ME EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 
SAW. 


I THINK IT 
WOULD? BE BEST 
IF yOu 


Ss 
THE INNER COUNCIL TRY TO KEEP 
IS ASSEMBLED. HER AWAKE. 


I WAS 
TOO Busy 
SAVING THE 
PRINCESS 
TO REALLY 
LOOK 


NOW. 
WASN’T I? 


THE COLD SPOT 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


O, GREAT LOCUST... 


see T CIRCLES ARE CAUSIN 
YES, LORD, YOUR PLANS THE GHOS c CAUSING 


TERR HROUGHOUT THE LAND... 
ARE BEARING FRUIT. . - cma 
SOON YOU WILL BE STRONG ENOUGH 
TO FREE YOURSELF WITHOUT 


THE HELP OF THE LIVING PRINCESS ... 


THE COLD SPOT 


MORE THAN YOU KNOW, MY MASTER, 
FOR I HAVE SEEN WITHIN HER HEART 


THE NAME OF THE OBJECT YOU FEAR MOST ... 


THE CROWN OF HORNS. .. 


SHE HAS PEERED WITHIN A GHOST CIRCLE 
AND THE NAME WAS OELIVERED TO HER BY 


HER DEAD MOTHER ... 


HOWEVER, SHE DOES NOT GRASP 
ITS MEANING, NOR POES SHE KNOW ITS 


SECRET LOCATION 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


OF COURSE... MY RAT CREATURES ARE NEARING TANEN GARD 
WHERE THEY WILL JOIN FORCES WITH THE ARMY OF PAWA 
TOGETHER OUR ARMIES WILL LAUNCH A DEVASTATING 


ATTACK ON THE OL? KINGDOM. 


WE WILL CRUSH THE CITY, KILL THE PRINCESS, 
AN? CREATE SUCH TERROR AS 


TO FREE YOU OF THE STONE FOREVER. 


THE COLD SPOT 


MASTER... 


THE PAWAN 
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TREASURE 


AT LAST 
WE MEET, 
GENERAL. 


OUR TWO ARMIES 
HAVE ENDURE? MUCH 
HARDSHIP 
SO THAT WE MIGHT 
COME TOGETHER HERE IN THE 
FOOTHILLS OF 
‘TANEN GARD .... 


HUNTERS 


THE COLD SPOT 


I REGRET I HAVE NO 
LUXURIES TO OFFER YOU.... 
««»NO CUSHIONS TO SIT UPON. .. 
++ IT IS MY BELIEF... THAT 


++ «NO WINE TO DRINK... 
MATERIAL NEEDS ARE A SIGN 


WE CONTROL 
ALL THE SUPPLY 
ROUTES. 


BUT SOMETHING |S 
TROUBLING US... 


~ -VERY OLD 
AN? IMPORTANT BY JOINING OUR ARMIES 
ALLIES OF BETWEEN THEM, 


THE ATHEIANS. WE HAVE CuT OFF ANY ASSISTANCE 


‘THE CITY MAY HAVE HOPE? FOR 
FROM THAT GUARTER. 
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AS WE MARCHED 
OUR ARMY HERE TO 
TANEN GARD, WE 
NOTICED A NEW 
PLAGUE COVERS 
THE LAND - - 
EVIL RINGS OF DEATH 
THAT OUR 
HOLY MEN CALL 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


I AM CONDUCTING 
YOU SHOULD PREPARE YOUR SOLDIERS. WE WILL LEAVE 
THIS WAR, GENERAL... . 
A BATTALION HERE AT TANEN GARD.... 


OUR MAIN FORCE LEAVES IMMEDIATELY 


YOU ARE DISMISSED. 


OUR BRAVEST WARRIORS 
TO AID YOU IN 
YOUR ASSAULT ON 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. 


WHERE ARE OUR 
BROTHERS, 
STICK-EATER? 


THE 


COLD SPOT 


YOUR SOLDIERS FOUGHT 
BRAVELY, GENERAL ... 


... BUT I WAS 
FINISHED 
WITH THEM. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


vse 


THE PAWA ARMY IS 
MINE TO 
COMMAND UNTIL WE 
SACK THE CITY. 


WE DIPN’T KNOW 
YOU WOULD? DESTROY 
THE VALLEY. 


IN RETURN... 
YOUR WARRIORS CAN PLUNDER 
ATHEIA FOR ALL HER 
‘TREASURE. 


oh, you n1owT? 
AN? NOW YOU THINK THE TREASURE WON'T BE 
ENOUGH TO COMPENSATE YOU? 


THE COLD SPOT 


TREASURE 


HUNTERS 


n WE HAVE NO LOVE OF 
7 THE ATHEIANS. THEY ARE RICH, 
ARROGANT OVERLORDS. 
ANT ae 
u }OYED 
~ ’ 
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THE COLD SPOT 


ii I SEE... AND YOU THINK RISE, 
YOU WOUL? MAKE BETTER GENERAL. 
RICH, ARROGANT OVERLORDS. I AM GOING TO GIVE YOU 


eeareebige on PAWA ARE THE BRAVES 
WA THi T 
ee ree IN THE WORLD, .. BUT EVEN 
THE BATTALION WE CAN’T FIGHT PRAGONS. 


WE LEAVE AT 


NOT TO WORRY, 


GENERAL .... 


I HAVE A 
BACK UP 
PLAN. 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


scree s RATE: 


CHAPTER THREE PALS 


MORNING 
ALREADY... 7 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


GET UP! WE HAVE TO 
FIN? HIM! 


— 
y ‘ 
¥ 
& an + 


I DON’T LIKE THE IDEA OF 
ANY OF US BEING ALONE IN THE 
CITY. HERE, DON’T FORGET 


aRais 


BARTLEBY? 


HEY, T BROUGHT 
YOU SOME 
BREAKFAST! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WATCH IT! YOURE 
GETTIN’ TOO BIG I BROUGHT 
TO LEAN ON ME/ SOME OF IT’S STINKY 
OUR DINNER FROM AN’ GROSS - - 
LAST NIGHT. JUST THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT/ 


YOU KNOW, BARTLEBY, 
I NEVER HAD A PAL 
LIKE YOU 
BEFORE. 


WHAT’S GOING 
ON HERE? 


THIS Patines oe ine 
HAY CART W, an AND 
HE W. ANTS TO EN 
THE CITY ee SEARCH 
FOR IT. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


I WAS TAKIN’ A NAP 
BY THE ROAD WHEN 
TWO LITTLE 
FELLOWS WITH 
HUGE NOSES 
STOLE OFF 
WITH IT! 


GO AWAY, FARMER. 
WE HAVE MORE SERIOUS 
MATTERS AT HAND 
THAN WORRYING ABOUT 
YOUR HAY. 


A HAY CART WAS ALLOWED 
TO PASS THE GATES LAST 
EVENING, SIR, BUT AN 
OLD WOMAN AN? HER GRAND- 
DAUGHTER WERE 
DRIVING. 


BUT IT’S MY 
WAGON? 
HOW PO YOU EXPECT I’LL PUT YOUR 
ME TO MAKE MY LEGS IN IRON 
LIVING? FOR YOU. 


WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING? THE 
STABLES ARE 

BACK THAT 


I WANT 
TO CHECK OUT 
THE MARKETPLACE. 
SEE WHAT THE 
LOCALS ARE USING 
FOR CURRENCY. 


NOBODY ASKED 
YOU TO COME ALONG. 
BUT IF YOU’/RE 
GONNA INSIST, JUST TRY 
TO KEEP UP, OKAY? 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


CHAPTER FOUR TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


THEN DON’T 
ATTRACT ATTENTION. 


I JUST WANT TO 
SEE WHAT THEY 
USE FOR 
CURRENCY- - 


TREASURE HUNTERS 
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TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


TINGLING SENSATION. 
\ OH, BROTHER. 
I’M GOING 
BACK - - 
f 1) 
y 


4 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


as 
: ee ty 


Ss 

<> 
i> a 
— = 


TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


ENER SINCE 
THE GHOST CIRCLES 
TRAPPED HIM 
INSIDE THE CITY, 
BUSINESS |S DOWN. 


THIS EGG |S MY BREAKFAST! 
THEY ONLY PAY WITH EGGS 
OUT IN THE STICKS’ 


LISTEN, WE HAVE 
Leach ra A PROPOSITION FOR 
ee YOU FELLOWS... 
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TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


BUT EVER SINCE THE GHOST 
THE BEES WEREN’T CIRCLES POISONED THE WATER, 


SO BAD AT FIRST, WHEN THEY’VE BEEN NOTHING 
THEY JUST SWARMED BUT TROUBLE! 


AROUN? THE WELL 
ONCE A DAY TO 


WHAT BO YOU 
DRINK? 


YES, YES! THAT BEE COMES HERE 
THE SOLDIERS eur THey’ee stincy! | EVERY DAY AND LOSES HIS TEMPER. 
HAVE A RESERVE THEY ONLY HAND IT OUT IN| | Went GIVE YOU MORE COLD Cones 
WATER SUPPLY. Tress ine TINY IF YOU COME BACK TOMORROW! 


NEARLY EMPTY 
TO THE BEES 
AT HIGH PRICES! 


REALLY? 
DLL BO IT! 1 PROBLEM! 
p SEE YOU 
TOMORROW! 


- 67 - 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WHAT THEY’RE A SIMPLE DISTRIBUTION ON TOP OF 
DOING TO THOSE PROBLEM! I'LL THAT 
BEES |S TERRIBLE! GINE THE BEE A PIECE free 5 

OF MY FEE, SO HE paleo paftleng 
CAN PAY THE MERCHANTS! one benny 
EVERYBODY’S HAPPY, AND e: 
I STILL MAKE A KILLIN’? 


THAT ONLY 
PPENS WHEN I’M 
ABOUT TO 
SCORE BIG! 


THIS HAS NOTHIN’ OF COURSE 
TO DO WITH HER, IT’S GONNA GO 
T’LL HANDLE THE DEAL 

SO EVERYBODY’S 

HAPPY. 

I PROMISE 
NOTHIN’LL GO 
WRONG. 


GOING TO FIN? OUT THAT 
THORN IS A PRINCESS 
IN AISGUISE - - 
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THIS IS SERIOUS. 
YOU HEARD THE OLD 
TEACHER LAST NIGHT! 
THERE’S BEEN SOME 
KIN? OF A TAKEOVER. 
IF ANYONE FIN?S OUT 
WHO SHE IS, IT’LL BE 
DANGEROUS! 


TO BE OR NOT TO 


YEAH, YEAH, AN’ THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE 
COMIN’, BUT WE’RE 
GONNA BE LONG GONE 
BEFORE 
ANY OF THAT 


C YEP. WE’RE HANGIN’ 
AROUN? JUST LONG 
ENOUGH TO GET 
MORE GOLD. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


I THINK YOU’RE RIGHT. 
THERE’S THE ROYAL 
SEAL. 


WHAT PO YOU 
THINK 
THIS USED 
TO BE? 


IT MIGHT BE 
ALL THAT’S 
LEFT OF THE 


I PICTURED 
SOMETHING A LOT 
MORE OPULENT. 


TO SAY I’M 
AUTTLE 
DISAPPOINTED. 


BOY. THE RAT CREATURES REALLY 
DID A NUMBER ON THIS PLACE. 


IT’S THE GUARDS! 
QUICK, WE HAVE 
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TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


I MANAGED TO ROUND UP SOME WATER 
pert DDS ttt ep eaten RATIONS, AN? BROUGHT MERMIE WITH ME. 
: SHE’S AN EXPERT IN HERBAL TEAS. 


YOuR 
MATESTY. 


IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE IT WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT 
KEEP THE PRINCESS FOR THE LOCUST 
AWAKE, IF HE CANNOT USE THE 
if MEDIUM OF PREAMS 
TO CONTACT HER. 


GOOP MORNING, 
YOUR HIGHNESS. WOULD? 
YOU LIKE SOME TEA? 


I’M SURE. 
THANK YOU. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


GRAN’MA, L’VE 
BEEN DRINKING 
TEA ALL NIGHT. 


THE CHILO’S 
HEAP IS 
WARM. 


WHAT SHE REALLY 
NEEDS |S THE SMELLY 
TEA. GIVE ME THE 
BAG OF HERBS. 


WHAT 2’D LIKE 
IS TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION 

IN THE CITY. 


RIGHT! 
WHERE WISER 
FOLK THAN US 
CAN DECIDE 
WHAT TO DO 


TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


TELL ME ABOUT THIS EDICT TARSIL, HE’S ALWAYS 
OUTLAWING THE CAPTAIN OF CHALLENGED THE 
DRAGON THE QUEEN’S DRAGONS’ 
LORE. GUARD. AUTHORITY. 


WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE? 


HE EVEN LED AN BUT THE DRAGONS THERE WAS A SHORT 
EXPEDITION AS A YOUNG PUNISHED HIM. BATTLE. THE DRAGONS 
COMMANPER TO THE VERY THEY CRIPPLED GANE FAIR WARNING 
EDGE OF THE TARSIL FOR HIS BEFORE ATTACKING 
DRAGONS’ SACRED \MPUPENCE!’ WITH OPEN 
BURIAL GROUNDS. 


HE’S SURROUNDED 
By FIERCE AND LOYAL 
WARRIORS. . « 

WE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
ARE OLD AND FEEBLE. .. 


WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
FIRST APPEARED, HE 
OPENLY BLAMED THE 
DRAGONS AN? 
ORDERED HIS SOLDIERS 
TO DESTROY ALL 
DRAGON SHRINES. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


TARSIL KNOWS FOR AWHILE YOU THINK HELL 
ABOUT US. HE WAS ONE OF VIEW US AS 
THE PEOPLE I A THREAT? 
KEPT IN CONTACT 
WITH PURING OUR 
EXILE IN 
BARRELHAVEN. 


HIS MEN WILL 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT 
FOR US. 


WOULP YOU LIKE 
SOME TEA, NOW? 


TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 


NO, BUT 
I’M TELLING YOU 
I SAW THEM 
COME UP HERE. 


YES. «+. AND THIS 
TARSIL DESCRIBED MORNING, THE GUARD AT 
THEM PERFECTLY. THE GATE SAID AN OLD 
HE SAID THE WOMAN ANP HER GRAND- 
QUEEN WOULD? DAUGHTER ENTERED THE CITY 
BE TRAVELING LAST NIGHT AT DUSK. 
WITH THEM. . . 


A DRAGON 
SHRINE! 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


TROUBLEMAKERS iF I EVER we 
ALWAYS PUT CATCH THE HAVE TO O8r 
THESE UP ANIMALS THAT TENG WARN HER? 
DURING THE 9O THIS, 
NIGHT. T’/LL BREAK THEIR 
SKULLS. 


ANARCHY. 
THAT’S WHAT THE 
PROBLEM IS. 


MAYBE WE CAN 
‘SUP DOWN THE BACK 
THERE’S NO NORMALCY 
LEFT. 


THE GOVERNMENT'S BROKEN DOWN 
AND THERE’S NO ONE 
TO PAY TAXES TO. 
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TO BE OR NOT TO BEE 
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CHAPTER MOONWORT 


SEL! 


FINALLY! 


THIS 
amy’sa 
RAT MAZE! 


AT LEAST 
WE KNOW OUR OH, NO YOU PON” 
WAY 


FROM HERE. . . YOU LISTEN TO ME, 


COME ON, 
SEE ANY WE GOTTA TELL PHONCIBLE P. BONE . . . 


GUARDS? SMILEY ABOUT 
TH 
GOLD! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


BECAUSE OF US, WHAT ABOUT THE FORGET THE BEE! OKAY, FORGET 
TARSIL KNOWS GIANT BEE? I TOLD yOu THE BEE - - 
GRAN’MA BEN AND WE’RE GONNA NEED | PP THAT PLAN IS * 
THORN ARE IN THE SMILEY’S HELP GONNA LET’S FIGURE 
CITY. WE HAVE TO PROTECT THE BACKFIRE! OUT WHERE THE 
TO WARN THEM! PEDDLERS GOT 
ALL THIS GOLD 
TO PAY US 
FROM! 


WE’RE CAUGHT, 


OKAY. 
PHONEY! SOLDIERS DON’T POP A 


BLOOP VESSEL. 


INSIDE THE WALLS 
WHERE DID AN? RAT CREATURES 
THEY GET OUTSIDE! 
SO MUCH 
OF IT?! 


I'LL GO GET 
SMILEY, YOU 
GO WARN THORN. 


AND BE CAREFUL! 
WE’LL RENDEZVOUS THERE’S STILL A LOT 
AT GRAN’MA BEN’S ROOM OF GUARDS LURKING 
BEFORE THE 
UNPERGROUN? 
MEETING. 


-80- 


SMART ALEC. 


IF HE GETS 
HIMSELF SURROUNDED BY 
SOLDIERS, HE’LL WISH HE 

USTENEP TO ME. 


MOONWORT 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


THORN? ARE 
YOU AWAKE 
IN THERE? 


IIR Ket 


SOS 2 


MOONWORT 
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THAT WAS HER GAUEEN LUNARIA/ 
NOT THE MOON, MOONWORT NICKNAME, DEAR. DON’T YOU 
yOUR WAS HER NAME? HER REAL NAME WAS 7 KNOW NOTHIN’ 
MOTHER! LUNARIA. ABOUT YER 
MOONWORT! 


BCE 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


YOUR MOTHER WAS KIN? 
AN’ BEAUTIFUL. 
SHE LOVED EVER’ONE 
AN’ EVER’THING. 


SHE BELIEVED IN 
BUILDIN’ THINGS LIKE 
LIBRARIES AN’ PARKS. 
WHY, ALMOS’ ALL THE 

ART AN’ PUBLIC 

GARDENS IN ATHEIA 
WAS PUT UP BY HER. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, 
GRAN’MA? 
WHEN YOU WERE 
QUEEN, DIP 
YOu BUILD 
ANYTHING? 


TEP, HOW LONG WILL 
IT TAKE FOR LUCIUS AND 
THE OTHERS TO REACH 
ATHEIA? 


—. 


I BUILT THE WALLS THAT 
SURROUND? THE CITY. 
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THANKS TO 
yOu GOIN’ 
AROUN’ 
GATHERIN’ 
UP FAMILIES, 
ALMOS’ 
EVER’ONE |S 
STILL ALIVE! 
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MOONWORT 


LET’S NOT CELEBRATE I FIGGER 
JUST YET.... LUCIUS AN’ 
HOW LONG, TE? HIS WARRIORS 
WiLL MOS’ 
LIKELY REACH 
HERE IN 
TWO PAYS. 


BRIAR MADE IT TED, I NEED you 
THROUGH THE TO TAKE A MESSAGE 
GHOST CIRCLES TO LUCIUS RIGHT 
GUICKER AWAY. 
THAN I THOUGHT. 


+ ++ WHEN HE’S READY, 
HAVE HIM LIGHT A TORCH 
UP ON SINNER’S ROCK. 
WHEN WE SEE THAT SIGNAL, 
WE’LL CHARGE OUT 
THE GATE - - TRAPPING THE 
ENEMY BETWEEN US! 
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AND? BRIAR? I SEEN YER SISTER 
OUT WITH TH’ 
RAT CREATURES 
OVER TO 
TANEN GARD. 
SHE JOININ’ FORCES 
WITH TH’ PAWANS. 


WHOLE 
NASTY ARMY 
BE HERE EARLY 

AS TOMORROW. 


TELL HIM WE’LL HOLD OFF 
'S ARMY AS LONG AS 
WE CAN - - 


ON THE SECOND NIGHT 
FROM TONIGHT, HAVE 
LUCIUS POSITION HIS MEN BEHIN? 
THE RAT CREATURES - - 
OPPOSITE THE WEST GATE... 


NOT YET. OKEE-DOKEY, 
THEN. 
BUT WE’RE HAVING SECOND 
A MEETING OF THE NIGHT, 
UNDERGROUND SIGNAL FIRE UP 
ON SINNER’S 
ROCK. 
GOT IT. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


BY THE WEST GATE, TED, 
THAT’S IMPORTANT. 
WE’LL KEEP BRIAR’S MAIN FORCE 
THERE IF WE CAN. 
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GRAN’MA, 
WE DON’T HAVE 
AN ARMY. 
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IT ONLY DEALS WITH é y 
THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE ... INSIDE, WE STILL HAVE 
TARSIL THE USURPER TO 
DEAL WITH. 
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MOONWORT 


COUSIN PHONEY! GREAT! IM 


YOU’RE JUST IN TIME 
TO JOIN BARTLEBY AN’ ME 
FOR SUPPER! 


STARVING! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


SIT DOWN, SIT DOWN! 
WE’RE HAVING BLANK 
SANPWICHES. 


THERE. NOW HOLD YOUR 
BREAD LIKE THIS ... 


FORTUNATELY, NOT EVEN 
yOu CAN DAMPEN MY 
SPIRITS TODAY... 


MOONWORT 


IT WAS A BIG BEE, 
BUT GUESS WHAT? 
THEY’LL PAY US 
TWENTY GOLD COINS 
EVERY MORNING IF 
WE’LL COME BACK 
AN? KEEP THE 
BEE AWAY! 


NO KIDDIN’. SO. .. SURE, GOLD’S A , NATCH/ BUT ARE THEY 
BO YOU THINK YOU SOFT METAL AN’ REALLY GONNA MAKE 
CAN REWORKK WE’VE GOT HAMMERS. YOU THEIR LEADER 
THESE COINS AND PUT I CAN RIG UP A JUST FOR CHASIN’ 
MY FACE ON'EM? STRIKE OPERATION, 
NO SWEAT. 


WAAAAIT A 
MINUTE ... AIP 
YOU FIND THE 

TREASURE? 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


OF COURSE! ah SOM OEN NM, SHE’S RETIRED. JUST LONG 
THAT’S THE t AN? THORN’S JUST A ENOUGH TO 
IS QUEEN, DOESN’T THE 
WHOLE POINT TREASURE BELONG PRINCESS. CLAIM THE 
OF BEING TO HER? TREASURE, 
KING! “ BESIDES, I’M ONLY HUH? 
GONNA BE KING FOR 
A COUPLE OF DAYS. 


THEN WE’RE SPLITTIN’ 
POR ‘BONEVILLE. BECAUSE 


SEE YA, PHONEY! 
WE DON’T WANT TO BE 


HERE WHEN THE 


RAT CREATURES SHOW UP. Ot, BOY: THIS IS IT? 


WE’RE FINALLY GOIN’ 
HOME TO BONE - - 


SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, I BETTER GET 
OVER TO GRAN’MA’S. 

ROOM FOR THE 

UNDERGROUND MEETING. 


MOONWORT 


THE PAWANS AND THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE WORKING 


OF 
TRADE ROUTES IF YOU RELAXED 
YOUR BAN ON DRAGON LORE - - 


ONLY IN THE PROVINCES! 
MANY OF THE MERCHANTS FEEL WE COULD 
WIN THE COMMON PEOPLE 
ROB THE PAWAN ARMY OF LOCAL SUPPORT. 
THE BLOCKADE WOULD CRUMBLE. 
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NORMALLY, WE WOULON’T DREAM OF 
ASKING SUCH A THING, YOUR WORSHIP- - 
EVERYONE ON THE COUNCIL 
KNOWS OF YOUR GREAT SACRIFICE - - 


B- - BUT 
EVERY DAY 
THE BLOCKADE 
CONTINUES 
THE MERCHANTS 
ARE LOSING 
MONEY. 


THEY ARE 
CORRUPT 
BEINGS. 
THEY LIVE 
IN THE EARTH LIKE 
WORMS... 


HUNTERS 


WHAT THE DRAGONS 
HAVE DONE TO ME, 
THEY MEAN TO 
BO TO OUR 
WHOLE WAY OF 
LIFE. 


THEY ARE NOT 
OF THE LIGHT... 


LIKE YOU... 


+++ OR ME, 


THEY EAT OUR LIGHT. 


YOUR GREATNESS, 
JUST AS YOU PREDICTED, 
TWO OF THE BONE 
CREATURES HAVE 
BEEN SPOTTED 
IN THE CITY. 


MOONWORT 


THE QUEEN. 
SEARCHING 
NEAR THE WHAT OF THE 
OLD SQUARE GQUEEN AND HER 
NOW. GRANDDAUGHTER .. ? 
THE HEIR TO 
THE THRONE? 


AND HER GRANDDAUGHTER 
ENTERED THE WEST 
GATE LAST NIGHT, 

BUT THEIR WHEREABOUTS 

ARE UNKNOWN. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


FIND THOSE BONE 
CREATURES... 


THE CHARGES, 
MY LORD? 


ITIs 
AGAINST THE 
LAW TO 
WORSHIP: 
DRAGONS 
AN? 

SHE SHALL BE 
BURNED AT THE 
STAKE UNTIL 
DEAD. 


ONCE THEY LEAD YOU 
TO THE PRINCESS, ARREST HER 
AN? BRING HER TO ME. 


HERESY, 
SERGEANT 
AT ARMS... 


MOONWORT 


THAT IS, UNLESS THE GUILD HAS 
AN OBJECTION TO CARRYING OUT 
THE LAW... ? ie 
OBJECTION. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


THORN’ 
GET AWAY FROM 
THAT WINDOW. 


WE CAN’T LEAVE YET... 
FONE BONE’S NOT HERE. 


GRAN’MA, WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 
SOLDIERS ARE 
SWARMING ALL 
OVER THE 
STREETS. 


WHAT PO YOU MEAN 
HE’S NOT HERE? 
HE SHOUL? HAVE 

BEEN HERE A LONG 


I’M NOT SURE, 
BUT IT CAN’T BE 
GOop. 
TAKE YOUR 
SHAWL. WE HAVE 
TO GET TO THE 
MEETING. 


MERMIE |S A 
SEVENTH LEVEL 
DREAM-MASTER. 

SHE CAN 
HANPLE 
IT. 


MOONWORT 


NOT NOW. THE LIVES OF 
EVERYONE IN THE CITY 
DEPEND ON OUR MEETING 
TONIGHT. I’LL SEND 
MERMIE OUT TO LOOK 
FOR FONE BONE. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


YOUR HIGHNESS, 


MERMIE, 
EVERYONE |S WAITING. FONE BONE IS 


MISSING - - 
LOST OR WORSE. 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIN? 


I DON’T WANT A 
REPEAT OF 
LAST NIGHT. 
DIP YOU FIGURE 
OUT WHAT 
THAT 
COLP SPOT 
WAS ? 


I THINK WE SAW 
THAT LINE OF 
GHOST CIRCLES 
YOU TURNED 
BACK, IS THAT 
POSSIBLE? 


HIM, PLEASE. 


YES, A GHOST CIRCLE 
WAS FORMING HERE 
IN THE MIDOLE OF 
MY KITCHEN, 
YOUR SISTER BRIAR 
WAS ATTEMPTING 
TO REACH 
THROUGH OUR 
DEFENSES. 


IT’S POSSIBLE. .. 
WE SENT THE WHOLE 
FRONT LINE BOUNCING 

BACK TOWARD YOU. 


FOR TONIGHT’S 
MEETING, WE’VE 
SURROUNDED THE 
ENTIRE KITCHEN 
WITH PRAYER 
STONES. 


WE CAN, TOO, 
TO AN EXTENT. 
WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
FIRST APPEARED 


PRAYER STONES 
TO TURN THEM 
BACK. 


YOU MUST HAVE USED 


A LOT OF PRAYER STONES. 


DON’T THANK ME YET. 
WAIT UNTIL YOU FIN? 
OUT WHOSE 
LORE WAS 
ACTUALLY 
RESPONSIBLE. 


MOONWORT 


AH, YES. 
THE VENI-YAN-CARI. 
LET US HOPE 
IT WAS 
WORTH IT. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


I'LL COME RIGHT TO 
THE POINT. MY SISTER BRIAR IS 
STILL ALIVE AND IS LEADING AN 
INVASION FORCE THAT COULD BE 
HERE AS EARLY AS 


I KNOW TARSIL 
HAS TAKEN CONTROL 
OF OUR ARMY, 
BUT HOW SMART IS HE? 
CAN HE DEFEND THE CITY 


WE HAVE SEEN HIS 
SOLDIERS BRINGING 
ANIMALS AN? FODDER 
INSIDE THE MAIN 
WALLS, AN? HE HAS 


AGAINST AN 
ATTACK? 


TOMORROW MORNING. BEGUN RATIONING 


WATER. 


WELL, AT LEAST 
SOME OF THE TRAINING 
I GAVE HIM WASN’T 
WASTED. 


INTERESTING. . « 
WHEN I FIRST 
ARRIVED, I NOTICED 
THAT MOST OF THE 
FORTIFICATIONS 
HAD BEEN 
REBUILT- - 


IN DIRECT 
VIOLATION OF 
THE TREATY WE 
SIGNED WITH THE 
RAT CREATURES, 
I SHOULP POINT 
ouT’ 


Goop?. 
HE’S 
PREPARING 
FOR A 
SIEGE. 


POORLY TRAINED 
AN? BADLY DISCIPLINED. 
A SMALL GROUP OF 
FANATICS KNOWN 
AS THE VEPU 
ENFORCE TARSIL’S 
RULE. 


THE REST 
ARE EITHER 
MERCENARIES 


I BELIEVE THEY 
ARE ALL LOYA 
IF WE TOLD THEM 
THAT YOU 
HAD RETURNED, 
THEY WOULD TURN 
ON THE USURPER 
AN? KILL HIM. 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
SOLDIERS 


KINGDOM. 


MOONWORT 


HAS ANYONE BOTHERED? 
TO TALK WITH THIS TARSIL? 
WE HAVE A COMMON ENEMY, 

PERHAPS WE COULD 


WHAT ABOUT THE TREASURY? 


IF WE HAD THAT, TARSIL WOULD . . BUT TARSIL KNOWS THIS. 


LOSE HIS HOLD ON THE HE’S HIDPEN THE TREASURE 
MERCENARIES. HE COULDN’T WHERE NO ONE 


CAN FIN? IT. 


THEN WE’D BETTER PLAY THE 
LOYALTY CARP. HEADMASTER, 
SPREAD THE WORD THROUGH 
THE RANKS THIS VERY 
NIGHT THE QUEEN HAS 
RETURNED - - 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


Ly eh! WE HAVE TO 
Hut! aE GET OUT OF HERE! 
TARSIL KNOWS 
AN’ THEY KNOW 
WERE TRAVELING 
WITH YOu! 


MOONWORT 


WE’RE NOT SAFE HERE. 


CHAPTER SIX 


HURRY, 
FONE BONE, PRY 
THAT SHUTTER 

OPEN! 

THE SOLDIERS 
ARE COMING - - 


FONE BONE, YOU 
SHOULPN’T HAVE 
BEEN SO ROUGH 
PULLING THE 
HEADMASTER 
THROUGH THE 
WINDOW! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


BUT I THINK WERE 

OKAY. STUCK HERE FOR A 
WHILE - - I HOPE 

PHONEY GOT AWAY. 


THEY WENT 
PAST US. 


SORRY. L THOUGHT THIS MAN IS 
GETTING CAUGHT AN? THE GREATEST 
THROWN IN A DUNGEON LIVING DREAM~- 

WOULD’VE BEEN MASTER. 
WORSE. SHOW SOME 
RESPECT! 


I HOPE THE OTHER 

MEMBERS OF THE 

RESISTANCE GOT 
AWAY. 


HE SAID 
HE WAS 
SORRY, 
GRAN’MA. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


SO THIS IS FONE BONE... THE LITTLE nEM 
CREATURE WHO HAS COME INTO OUR VALLEY FAG ne ea Eee 
AND AWAKENED THE SLEEPING PRINCESS. 


WHETHER YOU HAVE 
SAVEP US... 


a MASTER. . . IT’S UNFAIR 
Nap TO BLAME FONE BONE. 
THORN WAS BOUND TO 
LEARN THE TRUTH. IT WAS 
UNAVOIPABLE. 


BY THE TIME FONE BONE THE RAT CREATURES 
WANDERED ONTO OUR FARM, WERE DEFYING THE 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON HAD TREATY, BUT I WAS + 
BEEN TRYING FOR YEARS TOO STUBBORN PROTECT HER, IT IS 
TO CONVINCE ME THORN’S DESTINY 
TO TELL HER. TO REBUILD THE 
KINGDOM. 


TRAINING. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


BUT SHE HAS REACHED 
SORELY TESTED, 
I’M AFRAID, AS ARE ALL us TURNING WITHOUT 
WHO ARE CHOSEN. NY TRAINING, AND? I 
AM CONCERNED THAT 
SHE WILL FAIL. 


Z HAVE HEARD ABOUT THESE 
WASTE 2 ae ESCAPADES. WRESTLING WITH J 2ON'T YOU SEE HOW 


SEEN WHAT THIS DANGEROUS THIS IS, 
THE LOCUST HIMSELF - - , 
ZOUNS WOMEN RAS TEARING OFF A PIECE OF HIS YOUR MASESTY? 


BEAN THROUGH ANZ HON BLACK SOUL AND KEEPING IT 


SHE HAS HANPLED 
HERSELF, YOU WOULD WITHIN HER BOSOM! 


BE LESS WORRIED. 


THE VEIL THAT SEPARATES - -THE DRAGONS 
TE a ema mis hues C THIS WORLD FROM THE NEXT HAVE GONE 
OUT OF BALANCE HAS BEEN PIERCED, AND UNDERGROUND 
See GHOST CIRCLES HAVE BEGUN AN? LEFT 
TO POOL AND FORM... 


THE ENP TIMES, 
AN? SHE IS THE 
VENI-Y AN-CARI. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


IF SHE FAILS - - WAIT- - 
WHAT IF I 
IT WILL BE DION’ T 
CATASTROPHIC. TAKE THIS TEST? 
WOULP THAT STOP 
THE DISASTER 
FROM HAPPENING? 
COULD WE STOP 
THE WAR? 


IN LIFE, THAT’S WHAT VENI-YAN-CARI 


TESTS COME MEANS, THE AWAKENED 
UPON ONE 

UNANNOUNCED 

AN? WITHOUT 
WARNING. 


BAH! TAKE HER BACK TO 


ONE. 


BRING HER BACK AFTER 


THE FARM. HER PRESENCE WE REBUILD THE KINGDOM. 


HERE MAKES THE 
SITUATION FAR 
TOO DANGEROUS - - 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WHAT ARE 
yOu DOIN’ 
COW-TOWIN’ TO 
THIS NUTTY 
OLp FOP? 
YOU’RE THE 
QUEEN! 


THAT’S HARP TO 
BELIEVE - - 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
INSIDE A GHOST CIRCLE 
AN? TALKED 
TO DEAD PEOPLE? 

WE HAVE. 


WHO DOES HE 
THINK HE 1S? 
WE DION’T 
NEED HIS 
HELP BEFORE, 
AN’ WE DON’T 
NEEO \T 
NOW. 


I HAVE A GREAT 
DEAL MORE 
EXPERIENCE IN 
THESE MATTERS 
THAN YOu, 
YOUNG MAN. 


SORRY, WHAT ARE YOU TWO 
THAT WAS RASH. TALKING ABOUT? 
BUT THIS GUY WHEN DID THIS 
DOESN’T KNOW 
TACK. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


DOES THIS MEAN OF CouRSE WELL, I PO NOT! 
YOU BELIEVE ME, EVEN < BELIEVE YOU. VOICES IN A 
THOUGH YOU COULON’T GHOST CIRCLE? 

HEAR THEIR VOICES 


ONLY DRAGONS I DON’T KNOW WHAT DEPTH THE 
SPEAK TO THE DEAD. CIRCLE TOOK US TO, BUT MY DEAD 
NO HUMAN CAN TRAVEL MOTHER SENT THIS MESSAGE ... 


ROsNATEE age SEEK THE CROWN OF HORNS. 


DREAMING AN? RETURN. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WE BROKE 
UP A MEETING 
OF DRAGON 


SOME OF 
WORSHIPPERS 


THEM MIGHT’VE 


TUST THIS CRAZY 
OLD FARMER WHO 
CLAIMS HIS HAY CART 
WAS STOLEN. 
HE WANTS IN 
TO FIN? IT. 


BLOODY STARS. 
HALF THE MEN ARE 
IN THE TOWERS NOW 
WATCHING FOR 
AN ATTACK FROM 

PAWA- 
NOW THIS? 


EARLIER- - 


I HOPE YOU CATCH 
THOSE DRAGON-LOVERS 
AN? RIP THEIR GUTS OUT. 


RUN THIS WAY 
TRYING TO 
ESCAPE. 


THERE’S WORD GOING AROUND 
THAT THE QUEEN HERSELF 
WAS AT THE MEETING. 


THEY MAY BE 
PLANNING AN 
INSURRECTION. 


SO STAY 
ALERT. 


DON’T WORRY. 
THEY WON’T 
GET AWAY. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


SMILEY, ARE YOU 
IN HERE? 
WE GOTTA-— 


PERFECT! ONE 
MORE TO GO! 


WE MADE A STAMP BARTLEBY IS SO STRONG, 
WITH YOUR FACE HE CAN STRIKE IT IN THE 
ON IT, PHONEY. . « Bagel WITH ONE HIT! 


THIS IS THE 
HAPPIEST DAY 
OF MY LIFE. 


GEE, PHONEY, 
IF IT’S THAT 
DANGEROUS, 
MAYBE WE 
SHOULP LAY 
LOW... 


I LOVE! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


LISTEN - - 
I KNOW WHERE THE 
TREASURE |S’ 


BUT WE HAVE TO 
HURRY BEFORE 
THE STREETS GET 
TOO CROWDED. 


2’M NOT GOING 
BACK TO BONEVILLE 
EMPTY-HANDED! 


HOT POG! LEMME 


GET MY HAT! No, No, No---- 


YOU STAY HERE, 
BARTLEBY! 


ry DANO KEEP Quiet’ 
¢ _* SOLDIERS ARE 
€ LOOKING FOR US. 
, = IF THEY FIND A 
a BABY RAT CREATURE, 
WE’RE DEAD MEAT! 


- 


URE HUNTERS 


IMPOSSIBLE’ 


NO ONE, NOT EVEN 
THE ROYAL FAMILY KNOWS 
ABOUT THE CROWN OF 
HORNS. 


ITIs 
THE PRAGONS’ 
GREATEST 
SECRET. 


you SEEM YOU MAKE LIGHT, YOUNG YOUR HIGHNESS, IF IT 
TO MAN, BUT EVEN AMONG PLEASES YOU, I WOULD 
KNOW THE HOLY, ALMOST LIKE TO HEAR YOUR 
ABOUT IT. NOTHING IS KNOWN STORY ABOUT TALKING 
ABOUT THIS SACRE? TO THE DEAD. 
OBJECT. 


ACTUALLY, THE FARMERS I SPOKE 
WITH WERE NOT DEAD. THEY WERE BUT I’M CONVINCED THE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH... GHOST CIRCLES AREN’T FULLY 
FORMED AND WE STILL HAVE TIME 
WHICH IS WHAT TO RESCUE THESE POOR PEOPLE. 


MAKES THEIR 
SITUATION SO $ MY MOTHER MUST 
UNBEARABLE, HAVE THOUGHT 
THE CROWN OF HORNS 
WOULP HELP US. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


I HOPE Z CAN HELP YOU 
PRINCESS. ALMOST NOTHING IS 
KNOWN ABOUT THIS OBJECT. 
NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN IT. 


IT IS THE TIPPING POINT - - THE 
POINT OF BALANCE. 


HMM. THE GHOST CIRCLES MIGHT 
VANISH IF WE COULD RESTORE 
BALANCE. 


But... Witt TELL YOU 
WHAT LITTLE I BO KNOW - - 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 
SITS DIRECTLY UPON THE VEIL, 
HALF IN OUR WORLD, AND HALF 

IN THE PREAMING WORLD. 


SOME SAY IT |S THE 
VERY HEART OF OUR 
WORLD. 


ALL WE HAVE TO 9O |S 
FIN? THE CROWN OF HORNS AN? 
TIP IT BACK INTO PLACE. 


THIS IS EXACTLY THE 
LACK OF TRAINING 
I WAS TALKING ABOUT! 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
WOULP HAPPEN IF SHE 
EVEN TOUCHED THIS 
SACRED OBJECT? 


NO, NO, NO, NO. 
DON’T YOU SEE? 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


SHE’S A VENI-YAN-CARI THE SLIGHTEST CONTACT 
WHO CARRIES A PIECE OF WITH THE CROWN OF HORNS 
THE LOCUST’S SPIRIT WOULP CAUSE A TREMENDOUS 
WITHIN HER BREAST. 
TWO OPPOSING 
FORCES OF ENERGY 
TOGETHER - - 


ALL OF EXISTENCE 
WOULP FLICKER LIKE A 
CANDLE - - PERHAPS EVEN 
GO OuT! 


HMM, NOT MASTER, YOU SPREAD THE WORD 

QUITE SO AMONG THE LOYAL TO GATHER 
AT THE FRONT GATE. HAVE THEM 
BRING ANY WEAPON THEY CAN. 


GET STARTED. 
THE SUN’S 
ALREADY UP. 


THORN, YOU ANP? I ARE GOING TO 
PAY AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO 
OUR TYRANT FRIEND, TARSIL. 


FONE BONE, YOU 
MAKE SURE YOUR 
COUSIN PHONEY BONE 
STA¥S OUT OF 
TROUBLE. 
WHY PO t 
ALWAYS GET 
THE HARDEST 
JOB? 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


OKAY, OKAY- - C’MERE! 


AT THE MEETING LAST NIGHT 
THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT TARSIL 
RATIONING THE WATER SUPPLY! 


IF THE CITY HAS A MAYBE IT’S THE 
WELL, YOU DON’T GHOST CIRCLES. 
NEED TO RATION THEY COULD’VE 
THE WATER! NOT RUINED THE 

WHEN THERE ISN’T A WATER SO THEY’? 
HAVE TO SEAL TH’ 
WELL SHUT. 


AN? THEN THEY 
TALKED ABOUT TARSIL 
HIDING THE CITY’S 
TREASURE WHERE 
NO ONE CAN 
FIND IT! 
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WHEN WE WERE OUT 
IN THE GHOST CIRCLES, 
THORN TOL? US 
THAT ONLY SURFACE 
WATER WAS RUINED - - 
EVERYTHING 
UNDERGROUND 
WAS SAFE! 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WAIT A MINUTE. MAYBE IT’S 
YOU'RE RIGHT. THIS A HOLIDAY! 

TIME YESTERDAY, THE 

PLACE WAS PACKED. 


HAVEN’T YOU 
HEARD 


OFF THE BEE. 
C/MON, LET’S ] 
DITCH HIM. 


THIS MORNING! 


I WAS SO WORRIEP YOU 
WEREN’T GOING TO 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


IT’S STILL DANGEROUS! 
INE GOT ALL THIS 


JARS OVER THERE. WATER, 
THEY’RE VERY VALUABLE! 2 AND THE BEES 
COULP SPOT ALL THIS 


TROUBLE IS, 
OF COURSE, 
WATER IS WHAT 


SIGH. 


I GUESS 
YOU/RE RIGHT- - 


JUST A QUICK PEEK, 
NOW, BUT WITHOUT \F THEY GET AWAY, NOW, AN? IF THE 
WE WON’T GET THE TREASURE’S IN THERE, 
REWARD MONEY? WE'LL GET IT 
LATER, ALL RIGHT? 


BACK THAT WE GAVE 
THEM YESTERDAY- - 
HEY! WHERE’D THEY GO? 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


geeR! C’MON, PUSH! SMILEY, OLD PAL, DON’T MOVE, 
Ws Seago up ib mg, ce |OUR MATESTY - 
PRETTY TIGHT! ( ’ 
YOU MY YOU’RE UNDER 

\ PRIME MINISTER -- ARREST! 


ITLL TAKE 
THERE’S A SWARM TRYING TO MORE THAN A 
OF ANGRY BEES SCARE US? SWARM FULL OF 
BEHIND YOU! NICE TRY. 


FILL YOUR HANPS 
WITH SWORDS! 


NEW STAMEN 
AN’ PISTIL/ 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


THE SUN’S BEEN UP 
FOR HALF AN HOUR AND 
THE STREETS ARE 
STILL EMPTY. 


WE’RE GOING UP TO 
THE RAMPART AND? LOOK 
OVER THE GATE. 


DON’T YOU 
HAVE A 
WARNING 
SYSTEM 
IN PLACE? 


EVEN TARSIL CAN’T 
ARREST EVERYONE. 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON? 


THE TOWNSFOLK 
KNOW SOMETHING 
WE DON’T. 


WORD MAY 
HAVE SPREAD 
OF AN 
APPROACHING 
ARMY. 


WE HAVE LOOKOUTS 
IN THE FOOTHILLS WITH 
GREAT HORNS THEY CAN 
SOUND? IF AN ENEMY 
DRAWS NEAR. 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


CHECK IT OUT... 
THE VILLAGE |S DESERTED. 
EVEN THE ANIMALS 
ARE QUIET. 


YOU’RE RIGHT- - I SENSE 
MOVEMENT OUT THERE. 
COULP YOUR SISTER BE USING 
GHOST CIRCLES TO CLOUD 
HER APPROACH? 
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WE DON’T HAVE 


IT’S PHONEY? 
HE’S IN TROUBLE! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WE DON’T 
HAVE TIME 
FOR THIS. 


ooh-- 


THAT KI? IS 
BUILDING A 
DRAGON SHRINE! 


DON’T THE RULES 


APPLY TO HER? 


ISN’T THAT 
THE MARKET 


WE HAVE TO 
SAVE HIM! 


you 
KNOW THE 
RULES. YOU 
CAN’T GET IN 
WITHOUT A 
PERMIT. 


GRAN’MA, THAT 
LITTLE GIRL WHO 
HELPED US - - 
TANEAL - - 
SHE’S SETTING UP 
A SHRINE RIGHT 
IN FRONT OF A 
SOLDIER! 
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ZL SAVE HIM - - 
YOU BOTH STAY 
HERE AND 
DON’T MOVE! 


THORN, GET 
DOWN BEHIND THE 
PARAPET AND? 
STAY PUT 
UNTIL I GET 


TREASURE HUNT 


HEY, KID! I’VE WARNED YOU 
ABOUT THOSE SHRINES GRAN’MA! 
BEFORE - - 
TAKE IT DOWN OR 
I’LL BREAK YOUR 
NECK! 


I’M OPENING 
THE GATE - - 


WAIT’LL I 
GET MY HANDS 
ON YOU - - 


ALL YOU BRATS DO ++. TUST TO GET 
THIS ON PURPOSE - - ME IN TROUBLE, 


a 


I MEAN IT, 
THORN’ 
{ STAY DOWN! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 
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TREASURE HUNTERS 


GET AWAY, RAT! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


You-- youre HER! 


THE DRAGON PRINCESS~""- 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


By Honey gone? 
i -) ¥ ™ 


Mi» a 


ay 


— 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


WHERE’S THE WHICH ONE? 


IT’S ALL RIGHT, 
TANEAL. 
ARE YOU HURT? 


YOU SHOULON’T RASH? WELL, THAT 
HAVE DONE GUY DIDN'T 
THAT- - KNOW JACK. 
THEY WILL 
KILL YOU NOW. 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


SHE IS! 
ie WITCH PRINCESS! 


WHEN THEY STOP 
RESISTING, GET THEM 
TO THEIR FEET. 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


YOU ARE UNDER 
ARREST, WITCH, FOR 
THE CRIME OF 
DRAGON WORSHIP. 


BRING THEM 
INSIDE - - 


THE PAWANS/ 
HOW’? THEY GET 
SO CLOSE 
WITHOUT BEING 
SEEN? 


THE PUNISHMENT 
IS BEING 
BURNED ALIVE! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


OH, NO. 


THE WARNING 
HORNS. 


TWENTY 
THOUSAND THERE’S 
AT LEAST! SOMETHING 
ELSE WITH THEM- - 
Bur GREAT HULKING 
Ss NOT BEASTS - - 
JUST THE 
PAWANS/ 


TREASURE HUNTERS 


No OC ag) //’ 

Ms OY 

STARS/Y RKT 
oe 
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eoeTO BE CONTINUED. 


Asout JEFF SMITH 
JEFF SMITH was born and raised in the American Midwest 
and learned about cartooning from comic strips, comic 
books, and watching animated shorts on TV. After four 
years of drawing comic strips for The Ohio State University’s 
student newspaper and co-founding Character Builders 
animation studio in 1986, Smith launched the comic book 
BONE in 1991, Between BONE and other comics projects, 
Smith spends much of his time on the international guest 


circuit promoting comics and the art of graphic novels. 


More asout BONE 


An instant classic when it first appeared in the U.S. as an 


underground comic book in 1991, BONE has since garnered 
38 international awards and sold millions of copies in 15 
languages. Now, Scholastic’s GRAPHIX imprint is publishing 
full-color graphic novel editions of the nine-book BONE 
series. Look for the continuing adventures of the Bone 


cousins in Crown of Horns. 


“One of the ten greatest graphic novels of all time!” 
- TIME magazine 


DON’T MISS THE FIRST SEVEN BOOKS: 


O ypc ree 


Discover the incredible comic 
book saga that has captivated 


millions of fans worldwide. 


TREASURE FIUNTERS 
BOOK EIGHT OF BONE 
The Bone cousins, Gran’ma Ben, and Thorn reach the city of Atheia, 
where they prepare to battle The Lord of the Locusts. Meanwhile, 
Thorn’s visions are becoming more threatening and Phoney Bone is 
convinced Atheia is rich in gold, and he is determined to find it! 


ISBN-13: 978-0-439-70633-9 
SBN-10: O-439-70633-5 
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Visit the GRAPHIX site at 
‘ q" 78043 706339 


www.scholastic.com/graphix 


